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Sustainability – some reflections 
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Finnish Environment Institute  

SYKE 

” We provide information, skills and 

services crucial to achieving 

sustainable development in Finland 

and globally. ” 



● Climate policy 

● Sustainable communities 

● Consumption and 

production and 

sustainable use of 

natural resources 

● Ecosystem services 

● Baltic Sea, inland waters 

and aquatic resources 

● Producing and utilizing 

environmental data 

Our focus is on 



Personnel 701 

Number of person years 672 

Total funding (M€) 59,9 

Direct budgetary funding (M€) 32,8 

External funding (M€) 27,1 (45%) 

Personnel and funding 2013 

Joensuu 

Oulu 

Helsinki 

Jyväskylä 



Systems 

● Objects / 

elements 

● Links / 

connections / 

relationships 

● The borders of a 

system 

Ingelstam 2001 



“Essentially, all models are wrong, 

but some are useful.” 

 George E. P. Box 



The starting point: 

The world is not sustainable 
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The world as three interlinked 

dynamic systems 

Ecosystem  

services 

Research  

as a forth 

dynamic system  

with nonlinear  

interactions with  

policy & politics 
 



I hope that systems ecological 

perspectives can enable knowledge 

production that radical transformations 

sustainability requires 
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I wish you all a 

fruitful conference 

and  

welcome you to 

SYKE 


